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affianced lovers in the presence of witnesses, and was as satis-
factory to them as if an archbishop of Canterbury had been the
celebrant.

The sea had calmed down considerably, though the long roll
of the swell rarely ever disappears in those high southern lati-
tudes, and in consequence it gave the ship some motion. The
young lady in the case was not so good a sailor as the lusty
young fellow she had chosen, and so the services were inter-
rupted two or three times by the young lady in order to pay
tribute to old Neptune. The commander's steward, anticipating
such a contingency, had made all preparations to take care of
this part of the ceremony.

The ceremony ended, the couple joined were warmly con-
gratulated, but the motion of the ship was almost too uncom-
fortable for the wife's nerves, and so she and her husband took
the first long-boat for shore. Jackie forward, in his usual im-
promptu way, determined that nothing should be omitted in
this bride's "send-off" that custom justified in his own land,
and so provided a quantity of rice to bombard her as she passed
down over the gangway. Rice was literally rained on the couple
as they left the ship, and much to their delight, if smiles and glad
thanks are omens of its existence.                             *

The weather was delightful, and the opportunity for good
observations was excellent during the few hours of the Essex's
stay. From those taken by Lieutenant Asa "Walker, it was
, found that the position of the island as given on the chart was
erroneous by some eighteen miles in latitude, the main island
being really that distance to the north of its position on the chart.
Corresponding differences were discovered in the assigned longi-
tude which would account for the loss of the ship referred to.

During the afternoon of the day of the Essex's arrival,
her business being completed, she made sail for Cape Town,
having a fair northerly wind which increased in force after
a few hours. Generally in these high south latitudes, after
a few hours of light wind from the north, the barometer begins
falling, the skies cloud over, and the winds increase in strength
as they veer to the northwest and westerly directions. Ships, as
a rule, scud before them under reduced sail, keeping a sharp
lookout on the barometer, which falls as the wind increases, some-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